Application of the strict liability doctrine to hospitals and other health care providers.
The legislation and cases discussed above reflect the fact that if hospitals and other health care providers were not excluded from application of the doctrine of strict liability in connection with the equipment and supplies they furnished to physicians and patients, they would be forced to perform what is in essence an insurance function for patients and physicians. This would ultimately serve to increase health care delivery costs and potentially discourage the use of innovative drugs and equipment that carry with them inherent, but tolerable risks.